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Creative workshops at Archbishop of York’s Junior School          Jo 

With students describing the day of creative workshops, in which we informed them that there are more 

slaves now than ever before in human history, as full of valuable and “VERY interesting” information, I 

thought I would write about the poetry and drama we did in each workshop in a rather fitting form: 
 

Splash, splash, splash       Groan, groan, groan 

The students waved and tossed and turned, having   How the students did moan, as a child all  

       a bash       alone 

At being waves of the red sea     Carrying bricks far, far away 

As Moses and the Israelites did flee     Labouring beyond the end of the day. 
 

Help, help, help        Grace, Grace, Grace 

The students cried out, as brothers in a really    John Newton, a man, of whom the students 

       big drought      were a fan, 

In Egypt with their sibling Joe     We talked about slavery 

But that it was him, they did not quite yet know.  And the question "what does justice mean to  

                me?" 

Prayer Spaces                          Andy 
This term we have led prayer and reflection spaces for year 7 pupils at Manor Academy and Archbishop 

Holgate's School, and every year at Heworth Primary School. Our prayer spaces were based around some 

of the school values that all three schools share. We had five different areas: ourselves, forgiveness,  

others, thankfulness and questions. We used some activities that we have used before and work well, 

such as a graffiti thank you zone and praying for the world, but we also introduced some new activities. 

In our 'others' zone, as well as prayers for the world, we focused on the theme of 

human trafficking. The pupils had the chance to watch some videos produced by 

Stop the Traffik and then write prayers for trafficked people, which we turned 

into a giant paper chain. We also thought about things that we are secretly 

ashamed of in the forgiveness zone. We explained that even the things that we 

have done wrong that nobody else knows about, God knows but he is still willing 

to forgive us. Pupils were asked to write down things that they are ashamed of 

and then post those things into a locked chest as a way of asking God to forgive 

them. The pupils in all three schools seemed to really engage with the activities 

and it really opened their eyes to the different ways that we can pray. Our hope is 

that many of them have been encouraged to try praying more. 

Living Word          Tony 
Sharing the Christian faith in schools is what we aim to do in YoYo.  

As you read through this newsletter you will see amazing examples of how 

this is being done. One of the workshops has been to explore a Bible story 

through drama, asking the questions along the journey. How do you think 

the paralysed man felt when Jesus called him ‘friend’? Why did Jesus want to 

go to the house of a thieving tax man? By doing the drama with the whole 

class this also provides a resource that can be used for an assembly.  

Here are some comments from a school newsletter that features the lesson: 

“The children had another fantastic morning on Tuesday this week working 

with the YoYo team.  After leading an assembly with all of the children on 

‘the calming of the waters’, the YoYo team then ran a drama workshop with 

Key Stage 2, acting out the story of Zacchaeus.  The children really brought 

the story to life, and it was wonderful to see a bible story performed in such 

a creative way.” 
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Fulford School                             Jen 
“I asked my Year 7 students what they remembered from primary school RE” said the new 

head of RE at Fulford when we met with him recently. It emerged that many of them talked 

about and spoke highly of YoYo. Therefore when a fellow teacher, Mr Dring, was sharing 

that his wife worked for YoYo the head of RE decided to get in touch.  And so begins a 

new relationship with Fulford School which we have not taught lessons in for nearly a  

decade. Our first sessions will be with Year 10 at the beginning of November on the theme 

of communion. Please pray for the relationship to work well and for more opportunities to follow. 

Sixth Form sessions              Izzi 
Over this half term we've worked with Year 13 at both All Saints and Archbishop Holgate's secondary 

schools. We looked at the concept of Spirituality at All Saints, using Jesus words, "Love God with all your 

heart, all your soul and all your mind." For Christians our spirituality is reflected as we love God in all 

these ways. This was a good session with Y13 as they engaged in great conversation and discussion. 

At Archbishop Holgate's we were part of an enrichment day where Y13 explored several religions. Our 

focus on Christianity enabled conversation around what is it is that makes Christianity distinctive from 

other religions. We then explored these distinctions, such as who Jesus claims to be and the Trinity, 

through conversation and art. 

East Area - Jen & Izzi 

Trustworthy Trustees – reflections on my time as Chair of Trustees 
Heather Wraight, Chair of YoYo Trustees, Nov 2011-Nov 2017 
Daniel was thrown into the lion’s den because he went on praying to God after King Darius had decreed 

that for thirty days people should pray to him only. True - but that’s only half the story.  Daniel’s  

opponents were jealous of him and “tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of 

government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no corruption in him, because he 

was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent”. (Daniel 4:6) Catching him praying was their next 

tactic to get him. 

I am convinced that Christian organisations and churches should have the same kind of reputation as 

Daniel had and be run in a trustworthy manner.  In my six years as YoYo’s Chair of Trustees that has 

been my aim. The team do tremendous work in schools but they need the trustees to back them up in 

ways which are “neither corrupt nor negligent”.   

The negligent bit gets harder and harder with a massive increase in regulation. We are currently faced 

with a new Governance Code of Conduct for charities which applies from December 2017 and General 

Data Protection Regulations which come into force in May 2018. Keeping up with the legislation without 

losing the vision of why we exist is a constant challenge.   

It’s a difficult balance, too, when it comes to trusting God about finance: when you’re short of money 

how long do you pray for God’s provision before you start looking seriously at cutting back on staff or 

reducing expenditure in other ways? The Charity Commission requires charities to have a reserves  

policy and not to try and keep going when you’ve run out of money – in other words that your financial 

management is neither corrupt nor negligent.  YoYo’s had 

some tough times financially in the last few years as regular 

income from individuals and churches doesn’t match our 

expenditure. It has been amazing to see how God has  

supplied with totally unexpected one-off gifts, but if he  

hadn’t there have been moments when the Charity  

Commission could have stepped in and closed us down.  

At the AGM Cathy Roberts will be officially appointed as the 

new Chair.  Please pray for her and the rest of the Board 

that they will be trustworthy Trustees in the coming years. 

YoYo Annual Review & AGM 
Each year we produce a written review of our work.  If you would 

like to see our annual review for 2016-17 then please follow this 

link and scroll to the bottom of the page to download it from our 

website:   http://www.yoyotrust.org.uk/annual-reports/ 

YoYo holds an AGM each year which is open to anyone. This year’s 

AGM is on Thursday 23rd November at 4.30pm at Holgate  

Methodist church, preceded at 3.30pm by a farewell for Heather 

Wraight. Do come if you can. 

http://www.yoyotrust.org.uk/annual-reports/

