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SAVE THE DATE 

Tuesday 9th May 

During our week of prayer this year, 

Tim Hastie–Smith (National Director of 

Scripture Union) will be visiting York 

and sharing an evening with us. 

 

Keep the date free. 

More details to follow 
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West and Central Area - Andy & Izzi 

Is God Real?          Izzi 
Andy and I were invited into Year 5 at 

Woodthorpe Primary School recently to 

look at the question  'Is God Real?'.  It 

was an excellent session, exploring 

why Christians believe that there is a 

God through creation and the person 

of Jesus. The pupils were creative and 

had brilliant questions, asking things 

like, "Who created God?", and "How did 

the polar bears survive on the Ark?" 

Both teachers described the session as 

fascinating, saying they learnt a lot 

from it themselves and how they were 

blown away by some of the evidence 

presented to show that Jesus was who 

he claimed to be. 

Modern Day Disciple     Andy  
In January we were invited into All Saints school to lead  

lessons with year 7 on the theme of 'being a modern day 

disciple'. The lessons were a great opportunity to explain 

what it means to be a disciple and help the young people 

explore what that may mean practically in our modern 

world. We started our lesson by posing the question: What 

does it mean to be a follower?  Using a quiz based around 

twitter, we introduced the idea that we may choose to follow 

someone because we are interested in something about 

them and perhaps aspire to be more like them in some way.  

In the same way, as Christians we choose to follow Jesus  

because we believe he is worth listening to and we aspire to 

be more like him. We also spent some time looking at Jesus’ 

words during the great commission and how he gave his 

disciples instructions for the future but promised to be with 

them always. We explained that as Christians, God wants us 

to tell others about him but he promises to be with us  

always. The final challenge of the lesson was for the young 

people to consider what Jesus' words meant for them and 

whether or not they were a follower of Jesus or whether that 

was something they wanted to find out more about. 

Questions                Tony 
‘Ask and it will be given you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  

For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks the door will be opened.’  

           Matthew 7: 7-8 

Questions on suffering, on morality, on the Bible, on the nature of faith and what it 

means to have a relationship with God. These were some of the issues raised and 

the topics discussed with sixth formers in a stimulating series of lessons at All 

Saints. With a variety of guest speakers as well as the YoYo team these challenging 

questions were aired and answered, sometimes raising more questions to be  

explored. The lessons were a privilege and I believe, with confidence, in the words 

and promises of Jesus, that for those who seek, they will truly find. 

One of our volunteers, Cat, who joined us for these lessons said:  “Being in All 

Saints' over the last couple of weeks has been really encouraging - I've seen that, 

when you give young people the opportunity, a majority of them have questions and 

are interested in finding out more about the Christian faith and how your personal 

faith came about and has impacted your life. It can be scary to stand in front of a 

group of people who may or may not believe the same things you do and instruct them to ask difficult 

questions of the Christian faith, but I've found that if you're willing to answer, they will be willing to ask 

and to listen.” 



What do the Trustees do?              Heather Wraight 
Most YoYo newsletters have an item by a trustee and the prayer list sometimes names us – but what do 

we do?!  I think of the responsibilities in three ways: 

 Vision: making sure the charity does what it was set up to do; for YoYo that’s to serve “young people 

in York and surrounding areas”. Trustees have to work out how to make that happen: the change 

from Primary and Secondary teams to geographical areas was thus mainly initiated by them. They also 

think about who should do it and therefore appoint staff and recruit new trustees. 

 Finance: this is increasingly regulated, such as the recent new rules on fundraising. We must have a 

reserves policy (ours is 1 term’s expenditure) and we must not ‘trade illegally’, which was the big 

challenge a year ago when we had used up our   

     reserves and there was not enough money to pay for     

     redundancy if we had had to close. Each trustee   

     meeting looks carefully at our financial situation. 

 Compliance: making sure we keep all relevant laws, 

which includes having the correct policies and  

     procedures – what is often termed governance.   

It might sound dull and legalistic but we have a great 

group of trustees who work well together and with the 

team to ensure YoYo continues to “advance the Christian 

religion in schools” in York. We value your prayer! 

South and East Area - Louise & Dave 

Student Link Up                  Dave 
During a Christian Union session at York College one student asked if it was  

possible to do a “Student Link-up” course in college.  “Student Link-up” is a  

resource designed to be used in churches and youth groups to help their school 

leavers prepare for university, and link the students with churches and student 

workers before they even move. It’s created by an organization called Fusion who are passionate about 

students and student mission. This got me thinking; ‘Could this be adapted to take into schools?’  

Having contacted Fusion, it emerged that I was not the only one thinking this. Since then I have been 

collaborating with Fusion, The Belfrey here in York and a student worker from elsewhere to create this 

resource! It’s been great fun and I spent a day filming with students as part of it.  

There are many Christian students who don’t get the chance to connect to Student Link-up and colleges 

and 6th forms are great platforms to give them this opportunity. We are hoping to help prepare  

students for this massive change in their lives, help them create links with local churches in their  

university town/city.  For some it may be a chance to hear about faith and church and that there are 

families of churches wanting to help them grow into the best person they can be and are there if they 

need help and support whilst they are away from home.  

I’m grateful for ‘It’s Your Bible’      Louise  
I am very grateful for the “It’s Your Bible” programme, which we have now 

been running in schools for 6 years. This year we ran the series of Year 6 

workshops in 9 schools and held 14 whole school assemblies.   

I am grateful for the team of volunteers of who come into schools with us 

and make this series of workshops and assemblies possible (and all the 

other YoYo programmes too!)  

I am grateful for the opportunity to discuss lots of difficult questions with 

young people. Including: how did the world begin? Do you believe Jesus 

really existed? Who is Jesus? What is the significance of the resurrection?  

I am grateful for the encouraging feedback from teachers. Several  

teachers again commented how much they personally learnt from our 

workshops and praised the creative and fun way the material was  

presented. They also thanked us for the helpful and sensitive way we  

responded to the children’s questions.  

I am grateful for the talented people who have worked as part of the YoYo team before us who have 

written this material and helped to establish the good relationships with schools.  

I am grateful for all the people who support YoYo with finance and prayer.  

I am grateful to God for the Bible and the good news we have to share.  


