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working with schools and churches to bring the Christian faith alive

Cathy Roberts, Chair of Trustees: Trustee Update
As we begin a new academic year, we are looking forward with excitement to all that God has in store for us as we continue
our YoYo journey with Him! With are so thankful for the team, staff, volunteers, and trustees. During last year, the team grew to
be the largest in number that we have ever had; the number of schools that we went into grew, and a wide variety of lessons,
workshops, assemblies and clubs took place. The team are currently busy booking visits to schools and their diaries are
already filling up! More schools than ever are inviting the team to work with them. To enable the team to continue to be
sustained and to grow, we are seeking additional financial provision. We would like to ask you to consider if you would be able
to provide financial support on a regular basis, or if you are already kindly contributing financially, whether you might consider
increasing your regular giving. Details about giving can be found on our website or by contacting the YoYo office. 
Andy Hindle, our treasurer, has sent out letters thanking those who have donated to us during the last two years; if you haven’t
yet received a letter, please let us know. 
A change of staff is imminent as a member of the team will shortly begin maternity leave. We pray for God’s blessing on the
family and safe delivery of the little one. We are pleased to have been able to make an appointment to cover this maternity
leave. Further details will follow in the next newsletter. There will also be changes to the trustee team. We are looking for two
new trustees. As you will have read in the previous newsletter, Peter Bullock resigned in the summer as he and his wife were
moving to Shropshire; Peter’s wife has become Bishop of Shrewsbury. Paul Millard will step down as trustee in November as
he has successfully completed his training in the role of curate and will be looking to move to be vicar of his own church.
Please do pray for God’s guidance for us as we look to appoint new trustees.
We would like to warmly invite you to our AGM and prayer event which will take place on Thursday 21st November 4.30-6pm at
St Cuthbert's House of Prayer. Please do stay at the end to enjoy fellowship and tea and cake!

Tony: For the lost... 
From April to June I had the immense privilege of being on study leave. Stepping into a new season and
seeing what God had in store and what God had to say. One of my weeks was spent in Wales on a prayer
walk with my wife covering the same ground that Mary Jones walked hundreds of years ago. A young Welsh
girl from the valleys who was so desperate to have a Bible that she walked twenty eight miles to Bala.
On one of the days Claire and I were praying for those who were lost spiritually, inspired by seeing fields of
sheep! Having crossed a cattle grid we all suddenly stopped. Sally our sheep dog had spotted something.
Turning around we noticed a lamb had fallen through the cattle grid (it was an unusually large grid). Time to
go to the rescue! This was easier said than done. The lamb was quite a chunky little thing and trying to grab
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for more information! Please join us for our next prayer event. All welcome!

a hold wasn’t easy! But with some encouraging moves from Sally and Claire exhorting me the lamb was rescued and released.
One of my favourite stories in the Bible is Jesus and Zacchaeus. Someone who was lost in life and who had now strayed up a tree!
Jesus reached out to him with his words and with his heart. Jesus reached out and rescued him.As the new school year is
underway we have the joy of sharing life changing and life affirming stories from a living faith that says everyone matters, everyone
needs help and everyone can hear the compassionate words of Jesus.
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Marion and Tamsin: It's Your Move
One of our most popular lessons, It's Your Move allows children to have time to think about
the things they are excited and nervous about as they start secondary school. This year we
used prayer/reflective spaces which gives children space out of their busy lives to ponder on
their thoughts of God. We also gave children a fantastic booklet by Scripture Union which
was full of coping strategies and answers to frequently asked questions. Our best wishes to
all our students who have made the transition by now!This coming term we will be looking at 

Izzi and Jen: Summer camp
 The YoYo team took a trip to the Scottish borders during the
summer holidays to help run York Christian Youth Holidays
at ROCK UK, Whithaugh Park. The team were involved in all
3 camps, XPLoRE (age 11-18), XCiTE 1, and XCiTE 2 (age
8-11), and thoroughly enjoyed spending time with young
people from York schools. As well as lots of fun activities,
such as kayaking, mountain biking, trampolining, archery, 

Harvest! We are thrilled to be working more closely with the local church as we invite schools to visit their churches and enjoy
prayer and reflective spaces. Many children don't visit their local church so providing a safe and fun space for them to think about
being thankful, world poverty, and how God asks us to share, are important concepts for children to understand. In previous
prayer spaces children have shared about struggles they have in life, so please pray that our teams will be sensitive and show
wisdom as we work in partnership with the school. We also look forward to seeing churches getting excited to work with children
and see the generations coming together.
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At the end of the summer term, the East and West teams were in All Saints RC and Millthorpe
Secondary Schools, delivering a ‘Summer at the Movies’ lesson. Through drawing out themes from
some of the current top films at the cinema, we encouraged the Year 7, 8, and 9 pupils to reflect on
what they’d enjoyed about the past year, and what things they’d rather leave behind as they move up a
school year. We shared about how we believe Jesus promises us a fresh start as he made us, loves us,

Suze and Andy: Summer at the Movies

paintballing, and low ropes, there was an opportunity for the young people to learn more about
Jesus. XCiTE spent their week looking at Peter, whilst XPLoRE looked at the life of Paul; both of
these men in the Bible teach us so much about following Jesus and the choice we have to make.
Maybe you know some young people who would love to join us next year?
Izzi: YCYH 2019 was a great way to finish the academic year, but I will now be taking some time
off for a new chapter of life. Andy and I are looking forward to welcoming Baby Barthow very
soon. I am excited to see what happens over this year in YoYo’s work, and am sad to be missing
out on some exciting opportunities that have opened up in the east of the city with Jen, but
looking forward to praying for these new beginnings.

AWAKE (Amazing Worship and Kids Event) is a
fantastic new opportunity for KS2 children to get
together! We'll play games, worship God with a
live band, and hear from the Bible through
drama and a short talk. Parents are welcome to
stay in the parents chill out room, or drop kids
off and leave. Join us: Friday 25th October 7-
8:30pm at The Storehouse YO31 7US. Book
your free place online, and download the poster
to share with your church or small group!

and thinks we’re amazing, regardless of how the world might make us feel.It was great to see how the young people were all
engaged in the games, activities and reflections even so close to the end of term. One teacher commented on how natural the
links were made between the films and faith, praising our creativity and ability to connect the Christian faith and popular culture.
Building on the success of our Explore Harvest day last autumn in Acomb Primary School, we have been invited back to do
another celebration of Harvest, this time as a Reflect day. It will be a great opportunity to encourage the children to reflect on
themes of thankfulness and generosity, and share with them how Christians pray. We are really looking forward to working with
York Foodbank on this project! We have also offered the Harvest Reflect day to other primary schools and have had some
positive responses so far.


