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Bringing the Christian faith alive.

We would like to invite all of our supporters to join us for our 
regular prayer evenings. We value you, and would love to get to 
know you! If you are able to share the event with your church, or 

anyone you think may be interested, that would also help us!

Exec update: Tony Bower
‘I loved every minute of it!’
The words were said by a lady in my 
church, her face beaming. She had helped 
as a volunteer with a prayer and reflection 
space we had done with a primary school in 
church. As well as having ‘loved every 
minute of it’, she also wanted to ask how 
she could support the school. It was a great 

East team: Izzi & Jen
In the final run up to Christmas we had the joy of looking at the Christmas story in 3 secondary schools across the city; 
Fulford, All Saints and Millthorpe. From quizzes looking at weird Christmas traditions from around the world (did you 
know that in Slovakia the most senior man in the house throws pudding at the ceiling? The more that sticks, the more 
luck he'll have!) and Christmas foods, we then looked at how Jesus' birth is at the heart of all of these celebrations. 
These lessons were a great way to end the term.
 
In January we will be visiting 8 schools in the East with our It's Your Bible programme. This is 
a series of three interactive workshops for Year 6 which take them on a journey through the 
 
 

Bible from Genesis to Revelation. We will be using storytelling, videos, drama, rap and games to go over the main themes 
and events, and teaching a series of hand actions to help the Year 6 children remember them. We are really looking forward 
to getting to know these students over the next three weeks.

and encouraging conversation and wonderful to see the seed of how the local church could become even more active and involved in their local 
school community.
The church is amazing! Not perfect, but still amazing. I am sure there are many ways in which the church are already involved with and praying 
for their local schools. It would be great to know what is already going on and see the ways in which YoYo can further support, resource or help 
the church. Likewise, if someone from the church wants to get involved in helping with the work of YoYo, please do get in touch.
‘I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the 
gospel from the first day until now.’  Philippians ch:1 vs2

North area: Marion and Tony
In the North Area we had the privilege of having a number of Christmas RE days in schools 
including Park Grove and Forest of Galtres. In one day we were able to see the whole school and 
build deep relationships with the school.
We love being creative and use a mixture of poetry, international life experiences and Godly Play to 
help the children understand why Christians celebrate Christmas and show how much we are loved 
by him. We performed a play that Marion had written about a grumpy innkeeper who felt “very 
wobbly” but ended up recognising that Jesus who had been born in his shed with hay for a bed was 
the king of the world.
We loved seeing how imaginative the children were in their poetry writing and how deep their 
thoughts were as they took the message of the birth of Jesus and recognised the significance in 
their own lives. We also recognised the simplistic Godly Play Christmas story using simple wooden 
figures and candles enabled the youngest children a chance to capture to glory and beauty of 
Christmas at a young age.
As schools are now wanting more RE days, please pray for us that we will go where God wants us 
to go and build deep relationships with our schools.
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Want to leave some 

feedback? Get in touch!



West team: Andy, Suze, & George
In December we had the huge privilege of taking our ‘It’s Your Christmas’ programme into 
around 40 primary schools across city at the end of last term. The drama in the assembly 
explored the Christmas story from the perspective of the Innkeeper, and showed various 
visitors turning up at his door, much to his annoyance! The children found these interactions 
very entertaining (Izzi and Andy did a brilliant job of playing grumpy innkeepers!) and we 
explained that lots of different people came to see Jesus because he was a really special 
baby. We concluded by explaining that at Christmas Christians like to remember this very 
special story, and encouraged them to think about it too.
 
Our year 4 workshop continued along the theme of visitors and we used activities around Trip 
Advisor to help the children think about how it would have felt to visit Jesus. We were so 
encouraged by how the children engaged with this activity; they were so creative! In our year 1 
workshop we used singing to retell the nativity story with each child making a different 
character to add to the class’ stable scene. We are very thankful to Dave, one of our 
volunteers, who helped us by writing the story into lyrics to accompany the ‘Away in a Manger’ 
tune so the children could sing along.
 
In January we are really excited to be partnering again with York Christian Youth Holidays for 
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this year’s ReGenerate weekend held at Manor Academy. The weekend is happening from 1st-2nd February and we are inviting anyone in 
years 7-11 to come along for 24 hours of fun and a chance to explore faith a bit more. This year we have invited a number of guest 
speakers to come and share about their lives and experiences of God. We are really excited to have Shane Taylor with us, sharing how 
God transformed him from being one of the most dangerous criminals in the UK to a follower of Jesus. As well as some amazing food, there 
will also be lots of fun over the weekend with outdoor pursuits and sports lead by Rock UK, giant inflatables and lots of crazy challenges.
 
Please pray that the weekend will be a great time for all of the young people who come along and if you know any young people in 
secondary school who may be interested, you can find out more information and book on the YCYH website: www.ycyh.org.uk/regenerate

Trustee Update - Cathy Roberts, Chair of Trustees
In November, we tried something new; we met for our AGM at St. Cuthbert’s House of Prayer, which was 
immediately followed by our regular Call to Prayer meeting. Thank you to everyone who came! It was great to meet, 
reflect on all that had happened during the year, look with excitement to the future and commit everything to God in 
prayer. None of the current trustees had reached the end of their three-year term, and so all trustees will continue to 
serve for another year. All current officers were re-elected: Ruth Somerville as Secretary, Andy Hindle as Treasurer, 
Peter Bullock as Vice-Chair and myself as Chair.
 
In the last newsletter, you will have read that we have been able to make new appointments to the schools’ team: 
Marion Barella and Tamsin Nihill both take up their posts from January. This means that Marion will be now be working full time for YoYo. 
Tamsin introduces herself to you below. We thank God for His guidance and provision!
As we looked forward to what God had in store for us in 2018, we kept in mind the challenge that our Chaplain, Rev John Billingham had 
shared with us, that it was time for YoYo ‘to move to the next level’. God has immensely blessed YoYo during 2018 and we thank Him so 
much for it! As we look forward to 2019, we keep in mind God’s promise: “For I know the plans I have for you”, declares the Lord, “plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you a hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11. Please pray that as we continue to seek God’s 
plans for YoYo, we will hear God speaking to us and that we will be obedient in following His will.

Welcome to the team, our new schools worker: Tamsin Nihill
I was born and brought up in York, and following studying for my degree in Cheltenham, I moved back to be 
near family. I am married to Richard who teaches in York and we have a son who attends secondary school 
here. I worked as a TA before undertaking teacher training.
I have taught in Hull, Leeds and York over the last 18 years, as well as being involved in youth work and 
Pathfinder camps. My family and I worship at St Paul's Church in Holgate.


