
The team are all fired up for a new academic year. We had a vibrant prayer evening at St Cuthberts House of Prayer on Monday 17th
September where our supporters prayed for the team, trustees, and our work in the upcoming months. If you haven't been to one of our prayer

events before, we would love to see you at our next one! It will be on Thursday 29th November, more information below. 
We have recently completed our 2017-2018 Annual Review. For some great stories on what the team got up to in the last academic year,

please see enclosed.  You can download also the pdf on our website. 
We have also been adding pictures of the team's daily adventures to our social media pages. You do not have to sign up for Facebook or

twitter to view them, but if you are signed up, please consider giving us a like, retweet, or share! It helps other people to see our work.
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Bringing the Christian faith alive.

Trustee Update: Cathy, Chair of trustees
The term has begun with great excitement! The team are busily booking a range of assemblies, lessons, workshops and
activities with many, many schools across York, and we have already seen prayers answered in a variety of ways. Thank you
to everyone who came to our prayer evening and commissioning on 17th September. We were greatly encouraged by what
each team member shared. It was wonderful to pray together for the work of YoYo as we begin another academic year. We
also welcomed George Jennison, our new intern, to the team. George has been a volunteer for YoYo for the last two years. He
shared his passion for working with children and young people and his excitement at continuing to be involved with YoYo in
this new role. 

Sharing the story: Tony
He was a prisoner in Rome, a prisoner, under house arrest. He spent a lot of his time writing letters under house arrest
as a prisoner in Rome, the apostle Paul. This was the back drop and the setting for a new free verse story I wrote this
summer called ‘The Prisoner’, and over three days Marion and I had the privilege of dramatically reading this out to year
5 and 6 children in Ralph Butterfield school. A fictitious story told from the view point of a slave girl and a centurion’s
son. A story that looked at issues of bullying and identity, a story that looked at the early church and persecution, a story
that looked at the transforming power of faith and forgiveness. Here are some comments from the children and their
teacher Mrs Clark: 
"My favourite part was when they were in the alley and the boy describes the bullies as vultures and Grace  

describes them as wolves" 
"I liked the suspense when Lucius was hiding behind the door and the soldiers were going to knock it down" 
"Thank you for sharing your story with us. The best bit was the ending" 
"This story has everything a child (or adult) could wish for-excitement, suspense, interesting characters. Humour, fascinating
historical settings and facts and all set at a fast pace." Mrs Clark (Deputy Head and Year 6 teacher) 
It is a constant joy to be able to share stories and bring to life the Christian faith in so many of our schools. 

I would like to warmly invite you to our next prayer event which will be on Thursday 29th November, 4.30 p.m. at St. Cuthbert’s 
House of Prayer; this event will also include our Annual General Meeting (AGM). It would be wonderful to see as many of you as possible
so that we can continue to get to know each other, pray together and thank supporters personally for your continued support.

St Aelred's Reflect Day: Jen
On the 11th June we led St Aelred school's first YoYo Reflect day. The reflection areas included
zones focussing on 'thank you', 'sorry', 'self', 'others' and 'questions'. The children were encouraged to
pray/reflect in the different areas using activities we had prepared. One of the sorry activities involved
blowing bubbles to represent things we have done that we need to say sorry to God for. As the
bubbles popped the children were encouraged to think about God forgiving them. During the activity
one child said “When I blow a bubble it’s like the guilt coming out and when they pop the guilt
goes away.”  
If you would like to have a go at some creative prayer activities with your children or Church small
group, why not go to www.prayerspacesinschools.com/topten for some great ideas to try.



Volunteering: Dot Bevington (trustee)

It's Your Move: Suze
“Give all your worries and cares to God because he cares about you” 1 Peter 5:7 
"It’s Your Move", our programme that supports the transition to secondary school, is incredibly popular with primary
schools in York. We offer a practical workshop that gets Y6 pupils talking about how they are feeling about moving
schools, and a whole school assembly that explores themes related to change and some of the emotions that
brings. 
Over a three week period, the team went into over 30 schools! This year the assembly used the story of Gideon
and the Israelites defeat of the Midianite army to explain that when God is with us we don’t need to be afraid.  

I really enjoyed engaging with the Y6 pupils through the workshop. A large part of the session spent time thinking about the exciting and scary
aspects of secondary school and created lots of opportunity for them to share how they were feeling. We were able to share our experiences to
reassure them and also give them some top tips. We gave testimony about how we believe we can share our worries with God, and spent some
time helping them learn a verse from 1 Peter for them to remember if they feel anxious. It was fantastic to know that the workshop had been
helpful. 
One teacher said, “Thank you very much for coming into speak to Year 6. They thoroughly enjoyed it and they feel more confident with
their transition to secondary school”.

Have YOU ever considered being a volunteer with YoYo? Volunteers are essential to our fabulous YoYo team so that more
assemblies, lessons, clubs etc. can be covered. As a volunteer myself, I can tell you how rewarding it is to go into schools.
Meeting children and participating in activities can help you pray intentionally for the vision to bring the Christian faith to life in our
schools. Volunteering could include: taking part in an assembly (a spot of drama?), supporting a class based workshop, helping
run a club, manning a prayer station, or taking part in discussion. Maybe you want to develop better links between your church
and your local school. It is our prayer that more schools are supported by their local churches. 
Interested? …pray, then contact the YoYo office by email, through the website or by phone. We have a process for recruiting
volunteers which in addition to the essential form-filling and references involves talking with someone to establish what might be
best for you. It does no harm to enquire!

This Is Me: Andy

Primary school holiday camp: Marion

The lessons involved lots of games and videos with great opportunity to discuss identity and why people sometimes struggle in different ways. We
also explored why it is a good thing that everybody is different and how we can better support and celebrate differences between us. We spoke
about how God sees each of us as important and unique. The lessons were a fun way to end the academic year and gave the young people
something important to think about over the summer break.

At the end of the summer term we had the opportunity to lead lessons with years 7-9 in Millthorpe and All Saints
school. This year the theme of our lesson was ‘This is Me’, a line taken from the film The Greatest Showman. Our
lesson started with a fun ball game which gave the young people opportunity to find out interesting facts about
each other. The game lead into the theme of identity and what shapes each of us as people. Through the lesson
we looked at the seen and unseen aspects to our identity, and how our identities may change as we get older with
different things becoming more or less important to us. 

Secondary school holiday camp: Izzi
Andy and I went with York Christian Youth Holidays to the
"XPLoRE" camp for 11-16 year olds, taking with us a coachful of
clean and eager teenagers for a week of outdoor pursuits,
carnivals, wet and muddy games, before returning them to York
shattered and in need of a shower. 
A personal highlight for me this year was seeing a youth from one
of my lunch clubs come to camp. His eagerness to get stuck in on
a camp where he knew no one and watch as he made friendships

Camp is an incredible time where the lives of children and young people can change radically. Over the summer some of the team serve young
people from York and other surrounding cities with the charity York Christian Youth Holidays (YCYH). I served at the "XCiTE" camp for 8-11 year
olds.  
We all encouraged each other to do things we had never done before, things that normally we would be terrified to do, and that included me. In the
last moments where we were allowed to roll around in a muddy puddle and then jump into a huge lake, was probably one of the greatest
expressions of freedom I have felt in a long time.  
Later that evening I was able to use this story in my talk as I shared about trust, and how God is trustworthy and helps us even when we feel out of
control. For these children they recognised in a fresh way that God was with them and could be trusted in school, in church and in a giant muddy
puddle!

Follow us online for more updates Register to receive this newsletter by email: www.yoyotrust.org.uk
Ph: 01904 798841 E: office@yoyotrust.org.uk Holgate Methodist Church YO24 4AE

Thank you for supporting YoYo. If
you'd like to get involved further we

would love to hear from you! You can
donate to help us keep our work

going, volunteer your time or
expertise, or pray for us. Please do

get in touch!

that would last beyond summer was amazing, but it was even more amazing to watch as he
questioned what it was he believed about God for himself. The privilege continues as we get to
come alongside him at school again this year.


