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New Term - New Start                    Andy  
It has been a busy but exciting start to the new term. We have already been given a chance to work with 

some of the new year 7 students who have just moved up to secondary school. Izzi and I went into  

Manor Academy on the very first day of term to lead 15 minute workshops to introduce Eucharist to the 

year 7s. It was great to have just a few minutes to introduce why as Christians we want to remember  

Jesus' death and resurrection and to encourage them to engage with the Eucharist services at the school. 

It was also really nice for the year 7s to see our faces in their new school, as many of them          (cont’d….) 

West Area - Andy & Tony 

Better Together               Tony 
It wasn’t raining cats and dogs, it was raining elephants and giraffes. 

By the time we got to the school there was a mini river running in the playground. By the time we got 

inside the school we were just in time to help relocate a classroom due to a leak and some flooding.  

Carrying tables and chairs alongside staff and people from the local church. It was a lovely picture of 

many hands making light work and the community working together.  

After the removal job we settled down to join in with the staff prayers. It 

was a great way to start the day and the week. It was also great to chat 

with the vicar afterwards about the possibility of holding prayer spaces in 

the church. His beaming face told me he thought it was a good idea. 

One of my biggest highlights of the last school year were the prayer 

space days that we held in churches, bringing together the school  

community and the local church. The days were a blessing and a joy to all 

involved.  

We are looking ahead to working more closely with both schools and  

churches in the coming year. Please contact us if you would like to be  

involved in any way which enables this to happen. We would love to talk to you. 

‘In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel from 

the first day until now’                                                                                           Philippians ch:1 vs 4-5 

Prayer Space in Church 

Trustee Update               Heather Wraight - Chair of Trustees 

There was a great turnout and wonderful support on 11th September for the prayer meeting and  

commissioning of the team for this year.  Thank you to all who came.  We were encouraged by the team 

reports, delighted to welcome Jen Dring back, and pleased to include Jo Hastings in our prayers as she 

volunteers again this term. 

During the meeting I introduced Cathy Roberts as the new Chair of Trustees who will take over from me 

at the AGM in November.  Cathy has already proved her worth in 

supporting and advising the team as well as bringing fresh ideas 

and perspectives to the schools ministry.  With her many years 

and broad experience in education she is so clearly God’s  

provision for the next phase of YoYo’s life.  I have done what my 

background and experience enabled me to do: get our  

governance into good shape, recruit a great team of trustees, 

facilitate new vision and implement fresh strategy.  Our  

Chaplain, Rev John Billingham, keeps challenging us that it is 

time for YoYo to ‘move to the next level’.  Please pray for Cathy 

as she seeks to lead YoYo into whatever that may mean, as well 

as for wisdom as she gets her head round all the responsibilities 

involved in chairing a trustee board.  Thank you for your support and prayer for me, especially in my six 

years as Chair: I have appreciated it very much and look forward to seeing how the ministry develops in 

the future. 

YoYo prayer and commissioning event 
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Communications update   Carol 
There are many ways to keep up to date with 

YoYo’s work and ministry.   

We email this newsletter to 270 people and 

post paper versions to another 125 every half 

term.   If you are reading this and it is not your 

own copy would you like to start receiving it by 

email direct to you? If so please contact the  

office. 

We also have our website, Facebook page and 

Twitter account if you wish to follow us that 

way.  These often will give you more detailed 

accounts on our work and they are also  

updated between publication of our newsletter. 

We recently attempted to contact all our  

financial donors to update them on their  

giving.  This exposed some missing  

information for some people in our records.  

If you are a donor and have not received a 

letter over the summer from us detailing 

your recent giving then we are sorry that you 

were omitted and ask you to please get in 

touch with the office so we can update our 

records and ensure you get the information 

in the future. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

remembered us from their primary schools. We have also been into Millthorpe School to lead lessons 

with the new year 7s on 'Is God real?' .They are about to start a unit in RE on reasons why people may or 

may not believe, so it was nice to share why we believe that God is real. Within the lesson we looked at 

how creation, Jesus and our own experiences are reasons why we believe in God. We also explored how it 

is possible to believe something or in something, without having to see it. The lessons were really fun 

involving Play-Doh, quizzes and lots of time for questions.  

These lessons at Manor and Millthorpe also gave us a chance to advertise our Invaders lunchtime clubs 

to the year 7s. Hopefully lots of them will come along this term! 

East Area - Jen & Izzi 

Summer term ends and then onto Camp          Izzi 
We finished the summer term on a busy note. Andy and I had a full on week in Millthorpe teaching Years 

7-9 on voices that influence us, and how we need to be wise about who we listen to. We shared about 

how important it is for Christians to listen to God because we believe he is the best voice to listen to. 

This was a great way to finish the term. 

But the summer holidays couldn't start for us yet as we  

headed off to Scotland for camp. York Christian Youth  

Holidays (YCYH) run five camps for 8-18 year olds across 2 

weeks. Andy and I helped to lead on Xplore1 for 11-18 year 

olds, and had an amazing week kayaking, climbing, paint 

balling, dancing in a ceilidh but most importantly learning 

lots about God and who he is. Each day we looked at a  

different quality about God and what that means for us, e.g. 

God is forgiving. You are forgiven. Many of the young people 

were challenged and changed throughout the week.  Please 

remember them in your prayers as they return to school. 

YCYH Ceilidh 

Give thanks, give back      Jen 

This is the theme of our primary schools Harvest 

programme this year which is based on the verse 

from 1 John 4:19; “We love because he first loved 

us”. As many of you will know, Louise Thomas is 

moving to Bolivia with her husband Paul this  

November. They will be coming with us into primary 

schools to share a little about the work they will be 

doing with Operation Restoration, and the reason 

they feel so passionately about showing God’s love 

to others. We will also be encouraging students to 

think about what they can give thanks for and give 

back. We currently have 17 of the primary schools 

in the East of York booked in for the whole school 

assembly and Year 3 workshop.  

Louise on her previous trip to  Bolivia 


