
Have you been a YoYo supporter for a long time? Or are you one of our new 
friends? Regardless, we'd love to invite you to join us for our Annual General 

Meeting and prayer evening. If you are able to share the event with your 
church, or anyone you think may be interested, that would really help us!
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Bringing the Christian faith alive.

Trustee Update: Cathy, Chair of trustees
This term continues to be a very exciting one! Prayers 
continue to be answered in a variety of ways: our schools 
work continues to grow, we have seen new volunteers 
come forward to work with YoYo, and we have been able 
to make new appointments to the schools’ team. More 
information will follow in the January newsletter when our 
new team members will introduce themselves; they will 
take up their posts in the New Year. We thank God for His 
guidance and provision!

Tony: No greater love
Jesus said: ‘No greater love has anyone than he lay down his life for his friends.’
World War One is full of tragedy and tragic stories. It is also filled with stories of compassion and courage. In the carnage 
and chaos of battle, before the last shot was fired, and before the cessation of hostilities, there were people fighting to 
bring peace. There were people fighting with a faith that brought peace in war. Three such stories were shared in three 
schools who had invited YoYo to work in partnership with them. We talked about:
Women from the Salvation Army in the USA, who baked doughnuts for the soldiers on the front line.
Dr Elsie Inglis, who refused to stay at home and do nothing (as she had been advised) instead putting her faith and 
medical skills into action serving the Serbian people, then winning the highest medal from that nation. 

Charles Horton, a Methodist, who served fearlessly and faithfully as a stretcher bearer in battle after battle.
It was a joy working with Wigginton, Ralph Butterfield and Headlands schools. The poetry that the students produced was both powerful and 
poignant. As the world remembers the sacrifices that were made and the ultimate sacrifice that people were prepared to make we can pray for 
peace in our world today, and the peace that God can bring, even in a time of conflict.

George Jennison, our new intern to the team has enjoyed his first half-term with YoYo. George introduces himself to you below.
We held a training session for volunteers at Holgate Methodist on 18th October. Thank you to everyone who came to the session. It was great to 
meet, share and pray together.
As advertised in the September newsletter, our next prayer event will be on Thursday 29th November, 4.30 pm at St. Cuthbert’s House of 
Prayer which will also include our Annual General Meeting (AGM). I would like to warmly invite you to this event. It would be wonderful to see as 
many of you as possible so that we can continue to get to know each other, pray together and thank supporters personally for your continued 
support.

Jen: New Start Assemblies
We began this half term by visiting the primary schools in the East with a New Start assembly. With the help of the 
children we retold the story of Jonah who was given a new start by God after he initially ran away from the task 
God had given him. We also shared some stories from when we were in primary school and did some things we 
wished we hadn’t (one involving wrapping an entire roll of sellotape around my finger!) We encouraged the pupils 
that with God we can always have a new Start if we say sorry to him, and that nothing we can do can separate us 
from his love for us.

From the archives...
Did you ever attend one of YoYo's 
Multicolour Praise Parties? These 

started running way back in 1996, not 
long after YoYo started up. We used to 

send out hundreds of posters to 
churches and schools all over the city! It 
was a great way to reach and impact a 
group of kids, and have fun at the same 

time. Check out our very old logo too!

Do you have any YoYo feedback, 
memories, or stories? We'd love to 
hear from you! Send us a message: 

office@yoyotrust.org.uk 



Izzi: Evidence for Jesus
As a team we have an exciting opportunity to support schools in their delivery of the curriculum. As they teach the 
terminology and theories we have the chance to bring that to life with our personal experience. At Fulford we have been 
working with Year 9 to look at evidence for Jesus’ existence, death and resurrection, and how this impacts us in our daily 
lives as Christians.
The young people raised important points and asked amazing questions, whilst challenging preconceived ideas as to 
whether Jesus really could rise from the dead. This lesson was met with great enthusiasm, with one teacher saying, “I love 
it, I love it, I love it.”

Introducing George, our YoYo Intern
Hello, my name is George Jennison and I attend Gateway Church 
in Acomb. I have lived in York since May 2012 and in 2013 felt 
Gods' call to work with children and young people in the local 
area. Over the last 5 years I have been involved in various kids 
and youth work roles within our church.and started volunteering 
with YoYo in a couple of local primary schools in 2016. From 
September this year I am working as an intern for YoYo being 
trained as a schools worker. 
 

Suze: Chocolate Unwrapped
It’s been really great to restart our weekly lunchtime Invaders clubs again after the summer. Aimed at Year 7-9, 
they take place in 5 different secondary schools across the city. They provide a fantastic opportunity to build 
relationships, play games, explore topics of faith, and this term it’s also involved a little bit of chocolate tasting! This 
term we have been drawing a link between chocolate bars and bible verses to get the young people thinking about 
some important topics like purpose, being created by God and resting. We’ve also had the amazing opportunity to 

deliver assemblies to promote the series, and it’s been a real privilege to see a whole year group and invite them along to the club. Through the 
assembly, we encouraged the pupils to be open-minded about faith by using a chocolate-tasting illustration. We created some interesting 
chocolate flavours and asked them to guess the ingredients, something they couldn't do without trying the chocolate itself. It's fair to say the 
marmite- infused chocolate really confused their taste buds!
We’ve been really encouraged by the numbers coming along to the clubs, and have been pleased with how engaged the children have been with 
our illustrations!

Marion: I wonder
These two words allow a child, a teacher and even a whole congregation to stop for a while and ponder on the mystery 
of a story. 
Godly Play is one of the tools we use in YoYo to allow people to become part of a simple story, to allow their 
imaginations to dream and to create an environment where in the busy lives of school there is a moment to pause. 
This term we have introduced Godly Play into a number of our schools and use it as part of our popular RE days.  We 
have explored Harvest and used the story of Ruth, which has allowed children to see the life of perhaps a less well 

Andy: Harvest

 
Year 3 and 4 focused on the story of Elijah and the widow. We looked at how Elijah had to trust God would provide for him and how the widow 
chose to be generous even in a time of need.
Year 5 looked at the story of manna from heaven and how God provided for the Israelites during a time of need. They also thought about how we 
could provide for the needs of others through being generous.
Year 6 had a poetry workshop around Jesus' words, "I am the bread of Life". The days culminated with a whole school assembly. The schools 
involved commented about how nice it was to do something collectively as a school.

It was great to run Explore Harvest days in three primary schools across York this term. Explore Harvest is a whole 
day programme, during which we saw every class in the school. In each of the classes we focused on a different 
story from the bible involving bread and encouraged the children to think about what we could learn from the 
stories to help us think about harvest.
Key Stage 1 looked at the story of the Feeding of the 5000 and how Jesus was able to do something miraculous 
because one little boy was willing to be generous with what he had. The children were challenged to think about 
what they had to be thankful for and could share with others. Each of them made fish shaped key rings as a 
reminder of the story. 

Follow us online for more updates Register to receive this newsletter by email: www.yoyotrust.org.uk
Ph: 01904 798841 E: office@yoyotrust.org.uk Holgate Methodist Church YO24 4AE

Thank you for supporting YoYo. If 
you'd like to get involved further we 
would love to hear from you! You can 

donate to help us keep our work 
going, volunteer your time or 

expertise, or pray for us. Please do 
get in touch!

Recently we were in Manor School running prayer spaces for Year 7 pupils. A highlight is always 
when the young people realise that there are no set ways of praying, we can pray to God any place, 
any time and can use creative ways. To get them thinking, we asked them to write something they 
were thankful for about their communities and stick it onto a map of York. It didn’t take long for the 
map to be covered! Our hope is that they can go away and maybe see prayer in a new way and find 
something which works for them too.

known bible hero and we have shared what Christians believe about friendship, loyalty, provision and loss.  Over the next few months we are 
visiting a number of other schools and using this versatile resource to share some parables and Christmas.


