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Time for a story              Tony 
When Jesus addressed the multitudes, when Jesus spoke to the masses 

or when Jesus was asked a probing question by a searching individual 

he often spoke in story language. A story that was accessible to his  

audience and a story that would grip their imagination and speak to 

their heart. Jesus knew the power of story! His story is the greatest  

story ever! This half term I have been sharing the stories of Jonah, of 

David, of the cross, sharing stories showing God’s mercy, but I began 

the term with a story I had written, a free verse novel, read over a 

week with year six in Ralph Butterfield school. It tells the tale of a  

Roman centurion and his son, of a prisoner called Paul, and the power 

of forgiveness. It was a very special week and a wonderful year group to share the premiere of this  

powerful story. Here are some comments from the year six teacher Liz Daniel: “The children were 

gripped from the first word. One minute we would all be laughing out loud and the next feeling the pull 

on our heart strings. As listeners/readers we were all left quietly reflecting on human nature, including 

our own.’”   (Full quote and other comments on our  new web site! www.yoyotrust.org.uk) 
  

‘Listen to another parable’                                  Matthew chapter 21 verse 33 

South and East Area - Louise & Dave 

Together with Churches                  Louise 
This half term, I have particularly appreciated being able to work together with different churches in  

schools. Here are a couple of examples.  

It has been exciting to see a new Open the Book assembly team begin in St Lawrence’s School, with  

volunteers from different churches including St Lawrence’s Church.  The children have found their  

assemblies really enjoyable and memorable. The team will continue to go into the school each fortnight, 

working through the key stories in the bible over 2 years. If you are interested in joining this team of 

storytellers or any of the other teams across York, please do get in touch!  

We had a wonderful Prayer Spaces day with Heworth Primary School 

hosted in their local church. It was great to be able to have support on 

the day from Rev. Michel Woodmansey and Ann from Holy Trinity, and 

Kim Gabbatiss from the York Methodist Circuit. Many of the children 

really engaged with this day, Ann commented how thoughtful one 

young boy was as he did an activity looking at forgiveness and I was 

particularly struck by the younger children’s profound answers to the 

question “I wonder if you have you felt close to God?”   

We are so grateful for all the different people who volunteer with us in 

local schools and the many different ways that we are able to work  

together with York Churches.  

Amazing!                Dave 

I can’t believe that I’m already at the end of my first half term with YoYo! It has been an amazing time 

and I feel so privileged to be part of this team. I have been amazed at how quickly the team have made 

me feel like one of the YoYo family and it has been great to work with them this first 6 weeks. I have 

been astounded by how many opportunities the YoYo team get every week to share faith in the local 

schools, and as I sit here reviewing this half term I’ve realised I personally have had the pleasure of  

sharing about the Christian faith in 11 different schools, completing 7 assemblies, 24 Christian Union 

sessions, a set of workshops on Harvest, a trip over to Lancashire to my old school to be part of the  

wider mission in East Lancashire and even a day doing prayer spaces on a purple bus! As a team I can 

only imagine how much has been done and how many children have had the opportunity to hear about  

our amazing God. So that’s my first 6 weeks! I can’t wait to see the amazing things that will happen in 

the next half term. 

http://www.yoyotrust.org.uk
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YoYo’s Annual General Meeting (AGM)  

will be held on  

Thursday 24th  November at 4.30pm  

at Holgate Methodist Church 

 

All welcome 

Central and West Area - Andy & Izzi 

Regain      Andy 
On Saturday 1st October, we were involved with the 

Regain prayer and worship youth night held at St 

Paul's Church, Holgate. This was the sixth Regain 

event organised and lead by the Unite network of 

church youth workers in the city. The aim is to give 

young Christians a chance to meet together to  

encourage one another and pray for their schools. 

This time we had Jess Butler from XLP (The eXceL  

Project) in London speaking, encouraging the young 

people to live radically in their schools. As part of the 

evening,  we were there to chat to the young people 

about how we can best support them in school. It was 

encouraging to hear that 3 new student led Christian 

groups have recently started in 3 different schools, 

including 2 Alpha courses. Please continue to pray for 

our work encouraging young Christians in schools. 

Assemblies          Izzi 
We have been  

doing assemblies 

in both All Saints 

and Millthorpe,  

using bananas, salt  

water and money 

to think about  

listening to other 

peoples ideas and  

opinions, and what 

fully satisfies us in life. There was a great 

response from students and staff. One  

teacher in Millthorpe stopped us in the corri-

dor afterwards to say how interesting he had 

found the assembly, a reminder that it is not 

just the pupils who are listening.  

Hello, my name is Marei Hanecke. I am 

from Germany and I have joined YoYo for 

three months. When I arrived I was very 

kindly picked up at the airport by Louise 

and introduced to YoYo’s work by Tony 

the next day. In Germany I am studying 

English and History and want to become 

a secondary school teacher. In my free 

time I like to do youth work in churches 

and explore faith and religion with children of different 

age groups.  A placement with YoYo is therefore linking 

my studies and my free time activities and will definitely 

be very fruitful for me. York is a beautiful city with many 

different schools and therefore many different places for 

YoYo to work. I have already seen assemblies, workshops, 

drama and lessons on different themes done by the team. 

I believe that the work YoYo does is really important and 

I’m happy to be on the team until December.  

I am John Billingham,  

married to Margaret 

with 3 children, 6  

grandchildren and  

another on the way! I 

have been a Christian 

for over forty-five years, 

coming to faith while 

studying Fine Art at 

Goldsmith’s, London. After serving at 

Scripture Gift Mission I was called by God 

to full-time ministry. I am now retired, 

having pastored three churches, including 

Acomb Baptist Church and look forward 

to whatever the Lord has planned for me – 

even re-inventing myself as an artist! It is 

a privilege to be coming on board as YoYo 

trustee and chaplain at this time. 

Trustees Update                Heather Wraight 
There are currently 11 Primary Schools where Open the Book volunteers lead a bible based assembly on a 

weekly or fortnightly basis. Volunteers help in our It’s Your ... programmes and accompany team  

members into schools for lessons.  Church Youth & Children’s workers work with us too, some on a  

regular basis.  Without these volunteers and co-workers, YoYo would be able to do far less! 

This autumn we are running a training session for all our volunteers. It covers YoYo’s vision and values, 

understanding school culture and expectations, dealing with difficult questions and a safeguarding  

refresher.   After attending, one Open the Book team member commented: “It was really useful - and  

indeed a pleasure - to attend the training session recently and meet up and pray with some of the  

trustees and fellow workers in schools. It was good to become aware of the clear values and expectations 

YoYo have as well as be reminded of the responsibilities representatives of YoYo need to take on board 

when visiting schools.” 

It was held twice before half term with another planned for 17th November: if you would like to come 

but hadn’t heard about it please be in touch with Carol in the office. 


