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‘First it is impossible, then it is difficult and then it is done’      Tony 

The above quote was said by Hudson Taylor, a man from Barnsley who went to China as a missionary 

and saw God do the miraculous and the seemingly impossible. His faith story is a real inspiration. It  

inspired me to write a short story in free verse on an encounter he had with a hostile crowd when he  

entered a new town. Attacked on his arrival the situation was turned around and the gospel welcomed. It 

was a real privilege to share this story for the first time in Sand Hutton 

school. Hearing the children reading out the words and then seeing the 

results of their writing was very special. Here are some words from them:  

“It taught me something I knew nothing about; I have enjoyed and learnt 

something new.” 

“I understand now that not all stories are happy and that they can be  

related to facts.” 

It is good to know that whatever giants we face, whatever storms we  

suffer and whatever hardships we have to endure nothing is impossible 

with God, nothing. 

South and East Area - Louise & Dave 

It's Your Pentecost               Dave 

This half term Louise and I have had a lot of fun visiting schools and continuing 

the Easter story through to Pentecost. We felt really strongly that one of the big 

things God wanted from this programme was that the children had a better  

understanding that the Bible is one big story rather than lots of small ones that 

are unrelated. We visited the same groups for the Pentecost workshop as the  

Easter workshops so it's great to build on those relationships.  We had great 

fun bringing the sometimes neglected part of the trinity into the foreground 

and we hope the feeling was mutual! 

Leaving 

This year has gone so fast! It's been an absolute pleasure to do ministry with the YoYo team this year 

(covering Jen’s maternity leave), and I can honestly say this group of dedicated workers is one of the 

best teams I've ever worked in and I look forward to seeing all the ways they will continue to bring God 

alive in schools in York. Thank you for this opportunity and I will treasure this experience. As far as my 

next move things are still rather uncertain so I would appreciate your prayers in this time.  

Week of Prayer               Louise  
Thank you to everyone who prayed with us or for us during our week 

of prayer. It was really encouraging to pray with faithful supporters 

from the York churches and to have a real sense of wider team.  It was 

a great reminder that the schools workers are going into schools with 

the blessing and support of others. It was also encouraging to make 

praying with others a priority that week. I was able to join in prayer 

meetings with staff in schools, students in college and church groups. 

It was really striking just how much prayer happens regularly in York, please be encouraged too!  

Moving on 

In September, I shall be leaving YoYo in order to work for a ministry of Youth with a Mission (YWAM) 

called Operation Restoration. This ministry works with children and teenagers who live on the street in 

Santa Cruz, Bolivia. During my previous work with Operation Restoration, I saw huge challenges but also 

amazing transformation in young people’s lives. I am therefore excited to have another opportunity to 

serve God there, this time together with my husband Paul. It has been a huge privilege to be a part of the 

YoYo team. I have learnt a great deal from them and all the volunteers we work with. YoYo has such a 

positive impact in schools; I look forward to seeing how God will continue to lead the team in the  

future. (If you wish to receive updates from Louise in Bolivia, please contact the YoYo office initially). 

Prayer people created at Bootham 

Children's work at Sand Hutton 



Come and join YoYo’s ‘Call to Prayer’ at  
St Cuthbert’s House of Prayer, Peasholme Green 
Mondays 12th June & 11th September4.30 to 6.00pm. 

'And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 

prayers and requests.’              (Ephesians 6:18) 

Why are we making a call to prayer?  

Prayer has always been important from the beginning of 

YoYo but we sense that God is calling us now to a new 

wave of prayer. There will always be a need for us to pray. 

It shows our dependence upon God at all times and in all 

ways in his work. There will always be a need for  

increased giving financially and for guidance with  

appointments to the team and trustees, as well as  

continued favour with the schools and churches in York. 

But at this time we feel especially led to pray with  

thanksgiving for YoYo to move onto another level.  

Will you please pray with us ‘in the Spirit’, with  

thanks-giving, not only for the financial well-being of this 

vital ministry along with right appointments and favour 

with the schools and churches in York but also for a firm  

foundation for our future.  

Thank you for your support and commitment to us. As the 

apostle Paul recognised his need for God’s people to pray 

in the Spirit for him and the church so we recognise our 

need of your prayers and support in the Spirit.  

Thank you for being there!  

Rev Dr John Billingham (YoYo chaplain) 
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From dog food to prayer and worship               Andy 
In May we had a week of assemblies followed by a week of lessons in Millthorpe School. We led year 7 to 

10 assemblies using the theme of ‘labels in life’ in which, one of us seemed to eat a tin of dog food but 

it was then revealed that the label had been changed and it wasn't dog food at all. We used this to show 

how easy it is to judge by outward appearances but the Bible says that God looks at the heart.  

In our year 9 lessons, we talked about marriage, divorce and sex. Through a quiz and news articles we 

showed the pupils how the nature of marriage has changed in our country with fewer people choosing to 

marry and an increase in divorces. We then asked them to think about the question, ‘is marriage still im-

portant?’ We explained why we believe that marriage is a good thing and why sex within marriage is the 

best place for it, but God is always there to forgive and restore us. The lessons sparked a lot of  

genuine interest amongst the pupils.  

Our work with year 10 was part of their new RE syllabus on prayer and worship. We led a lesson that  

focused so why people pray and why we believe prayer is important. We showed the pupils statistics that 

6 out of 7 people say that they sometimes pray and asked the question, why? We explained that we 

don’t believe prayer is wishful thinking, but that there is a God who hears us when we pray. The second 

part of the lesson focused on worship. Through a quiz and discussion, we explained that worship music 

can come in lots of formats and styles, but it is the lyrics and themes that are important. These lessons 

were a great way of opening the pupil's eyes to what prayer and worship can look like. 

Financial Update  
Income            £32,496 

(1
st 
Mar 2017 to 30

th
 April 2017)  

Expenditure           £18,894 

(1
st 
 Mar 2017 to 30

h 
April 2017)   

Thanks to the generosity of our many 

supporters and some substantial recent 

one-off gifts, our income is now ahead of 

our expenditure for the last few months. 

However, based on current giving levels 

our regular income is still less than our 

expenditure, so  if you are able to 

start supporting us financially or could 

increase your support we would be most 

grateful.  Please encourage your church to  

support us in this way too. 

West and Central Area - Andy & Izzi 

Making links between schools and churches   Izzi 
Unite (York Christian youth workers network) meets every Friday, 

giving youth workers from across the city the opportunity to get  

together and pray and support one another. This network hosts  

city-wide worship events for young people, called Regain. Due to 

mounting pressure put on our young people at this exam time we 

recently hosted an Exam Special. It was an excellent opportunity for 

young people to be reminded that Jesus offers freedom from the 

pressures of this world. I had the opportunity to invite students that 

I work with in school to the event, and from this they are asking 

questions and wanting to go to church. This is a great example of how important the work of YoYo is at 

connecting young people into local churches. 


