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West and Central Area - Andy & Izzi 

It’s Your Christmas                       Izzi 
The team have had a great time thinking about Christmas in schools 

across the city. The West and Central team explored the story of  

Christmas through the experience of the Wise Men, one of whom was 

uncertain as to what gift to bring the baby Jesus, but once he had seen 

the baby he realized that Jesus is the greatest gift and that he is a gift 

for everyone. It was great to hear all the children singing about the new 

born King at the end of assembly, with lots of schools wanting copies of 

the song to add to their own Christmas shows.  YR1 and YR4 had a 

great time learning more about the birth of Jesus in their workshops. 

Mercy            Tony 
Over the Autumn term I spent time working with all of the Catholic Primary schools 

in the city on a creative writing project. The subject of the storytelling and the 

thread that ran through the Old and New Testament stories was mercy. The  

student’s imaginations were gripped by the stories of Jonah’s big second chance, of 

Joseph showing favour to family who had failed him, to David who cut some cloth 

rather than harm his enemy, of a blind man that the crowd tried to silence, but  

Jesus said ‘come’. Mercy stories which spoke of a God of compassion, a  

compassion that came running to greet the Prodigal’s return. It was a joy and a  

privilege to teach in all the schools and to witness the powerful and poignant poems 

that were produced. One school very kindly gave me a collection of their poems. It 

is my intention to produce an anthology from all the schools. The message of mercy is a message for 

this and every year, for students in every school and for all of us in our world today. 

‘But because of his great love for us, God who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we 

were dead in our transgressions - it is by grace you have been saved.’                       Ephesians ch:2 v 4-5 

Christianity and Science                   Andy 
In November we spent a week in Millthorpe School working with the year 9 pupils on the topic of 

'Christianity and Science'. The aim of our lessons was to show that science and faith are not necessarily 

in opposition to each other, but in many cases compliment each other. We started our lessons with a 

quiz helping the young people to see what exactly science is and the questions that it seeks to answer. 

It was important to show them that science answers some questions really well but can't answer every 

question. We then went on to explain that Christianity can answer some questions that science can't, 

such as questions of meaning and purpose. Through the testimonies of Professor Alister McGrath and 

our own, the young people were able to see real life examples of Christians who also value science. We 

finished our lesson by comparing the scientific account and biblical account of creation and showed the 

young people how you can believe both the bible and science to be true. The lessons were very  

interesting and sparked some fantastic discussions amongst the young people. 
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Lunchtime Clubs          Dave 
A regular part of a YoYo team member’s week is our lunch 

clubs. This is a great opportunity every week to spend time 

and invest in students who want to find out more.  This year 

we've had regular lunch time clubs in five secondary schools 

and one at York College, with another restarting after  

Christmas. The Key Stage 4 lunch clubs are very varied but 

the Key Stage 3 lunch clubs tend to follow a series that we 

write as a team.  Last term it’s been called 'There's an APP for 

that!!'. As a team we came up with a list of apps that we 

thought we could use as a basis of biblical principles, for  

example 'Twitter: Who do you follow and why?'.  The students 

have been really receptive and I know in our area we've seen 

growth in numbers of students attending and in the students 

themselves. We've even had a student want to lead a session 

on their own.  We were really impressed and can't wait for 

others to follow suit. 

As the term came to a close it was great to be able to look 

back and see how God has been working along the way. It's 

also now time to start looking to this term and what the next 

series is going to be, if you have any great ideas, please  

contact us, we'd love to hear them! 

South and East Area - Louise & Dave 

Pupil led worship                   Louise 
This academic year I have supported two schools in our area to start a 

“worship team”. The project was inspired by fantastic work in Archbishop 

of York Junior School with their worship teams. The teams comprise of a 

group of six children working together for an academic year to develop 

the collective worship (assembly times) in the school. The teams lead an 

assembly each half term, a day of Prayer Spaces activities in the school 

and meet together with worship teams from other schools to share ideas.  

I am fascinated to see other projects emerging as they have new ideas.  

I have found it both humbling and inspiring to work with these students as they have planned and led 

their first collective worship. Both teams showed great energy and excitement, planning and leading in 

thoughtful ways and including some things I wouldn’t expect.  For example in Naburn School, the  

worship team chose to plan a collective worship looking at ‘what is worship?’, using the story of Daniel, 

who wouldn’t stop worshipping God even though it got him thrown in the lion’s den. They wrote their 

own meaningful lyrics for a song at the end and led it in a call and response style. One of the children 

led the singing and another played the piano.   I was amazed by their bravery, how hard they worked 

and how much they enjoyed it!  

A Tribute to one of the “Three Derek’s” from another 
Like many I was saddened to learn of Derek Wooldridge’s death following a fall 

while prayer walking. It was a privilege to know him. Like hundreds of others, 

my son enjoyed Derek’s Pathfinder camps at Criccieth, and from membership 

of St Paul’s youth fellowship.   Derek’s faithfulness in sharing the Gospel with 

young people was a major part of his ministry. So, no surprise that many who 

found faith through his enthusiasm for Jesus gathered at his Thanksgiving  

Service recently. 

YoYo’s birth in 1996 soon attracted Derek’s involvement. As Deputy Chairman, 

when I became a trustee, he quickly involved me. This typified his readiness to 

encourage others to share ministry to young people.  He delighted seeing YoYo 

team members growing in ability to share the Good News, encouraging their growth. His warmth,  

friendliness and humour built team spirits. He delighted in team members referring to the ‘Three 

Derek’s’, despite one of these ‘mature’ trustees being named John! Derek’s consistency, when leading 

meetings to briefly share from the Gospel, encouraged us to keep YoYo’s focus on the task of taking 

Good News into schools.  

Thank you Derek for all you were, and did, to make Jesus known to many generations. 
 

A total of £1,146 was collected at Derek’s thanksgiving service for the work of YoYo. 

Thank You               Marei 
I have been with YoYo for 3 months 

and it has been great. I am thankful 

for the opportunity I had to become 

part of this wonderful team and to get 

an insight into YoYo’s work. I really 

enjoyed it! It will be really helpful for 

my later life as a teacher to have seen 

and understood how the British school  

system works and to learn different 

perspectives and teaching strategies. I 

also learnt a lot about Church culture 

and communities, which I really  

appreciated. I hope that YoYo will be 

able to carry on their work for a lot 

longer so that the Christian Faith can 

come and stay alive in schools.  

So thank you to all the team and also 

to the trustees, who integrated me in 

the organisation and made it possible 

for me to come and have such a won-

derful experience.  God bless you all! 


