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Reflections on my first half term at YoYo                  Suze 
Last half term was all about learning and settling in. I’ve been getting to know the team and familiarising 

myself with the schools, lessons and clubs.  I wanted to share three things I’ve discovered about YoYo: 

God is at the heart of this work.  I’ve been so encouraged by how this looks day to day, and how this  

impacts on the work we do. As a team we pray together, have spiritual input from our chaplain and have 

personal retreat, and so as God works in our lives, we see how he uses us in the work we do for him. It’s 

so exciting to hear testimonies of doors he has opened and of what he is doing in the schools. 

The team are talented   I’ve loved working alongside the team in schools and I’ve had the privilege of 

being part of the It’s Your Bible programme with Year 6. Through three lessons, we have told the story 

of the whole bible, exploring God’s love and rescue plan for his people by teaching 28 key headlines 

with corresponding hand actions for the pupils to remember. It’s exciting to know I’m going to be part 

of a team which shows such creativity and wisdom as they plan and deliver these engaging lessons. 

There is lots more we could do     I’ve loved getting to know the team and visiting schools, and being 

part of the planning for next term and even next year!  I’ve already realised there is always more we 

could do; demand is high and opportunities keep opening up, praise God!  

I’m really excited to be joining the team and to see what God has in store for me and for YoYo. 

Regenerate Weekend     Andy 
It was great to be involved with the York Christian Youth  

Holidays (YCYH) Regenerate weekend held at Manor 

School in January. The weekend had around 90 secondary 

school aged young people at it. They had a fun filled 

weekend including trampolining, mountain biking and 

archery. This year we also had a silent disco which was 

great fun. Unfortunately our planned speaker, Lee Kirkby 

from The Belfrey, fell ill just before the weekend so had to 

drop out. However Lee sent a team from The Belfrey to 

speak instead and they were fantastic. We focussed on 

face to face encounters with Jesus, looking at some of the 

people who met him. At each of the talks we gave the young people an invitation to also follow Jesus. It 

was a great opportunity to explore questions of faith with all those who were there. 

Prayer and Partnership       Tony 
The darkness had fallen early. It was January! Inside the building candles 

were lit and placed on the map. A map mapped out with the schools of the 

area. We gathered together to pray.  

Our YoYo Call to prayer happens once a term and it is a vital time to share 

with the churches what is going on in the ministry and to pray together. It 

is also vital that we work in partnership with the local church. During the 

last half term we undertook a variety of meetings and services with 

churches to both minister and to share about the schools ministry. We 

would love to come and share about our work in churches and to see how 

we can work together. Please do contact us and let us know how we can 

best do that. As you read this newsletter you will read great stories and 

see different ways in which God is working. I believe we will see even 

greater things to come, especially the more we pray and partner in 

ministry. 
 

‘Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 

imagine, according to his power that is at work in us.’ Ephesians ch 3:20 
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‘A Call to Prayer’                                                                       Rev John Billingham (chaplain)  
On behalf of the YoYo team and trustees I would like to thank you for all your support in prayer over the 

past year. As we pray we are dependent upon God to help us in the schools – children, young people 

and staff. As we pray we give thanks to God for the schools in York that welcome us, the team members 

that serve, the volunteers, the trustees and the churches that support and encourage along the way.  

The YoYo team are welcomed into schools in York every week, of every term, of every year; and do a 

fantastic job. It is our privilege to be involved so let us continue in prayer together and support  

whenever possible.  

For 2018 we have already met for prayer at St Cuthbert’s (22nd January) and plan, God-willing, to meet 

again at the same venue later in the year: Monday 11th June, 7.00-8.30pm; Monday 17th September, 

7.00-8.30pm; and Thursday 29th November, 4.30-5.30pm (including our AGM). We invite you to come 

and join us to pray for the ongoing work of YoYo. 

YoYo has been going into schools now for over twenty years. We thank God for all who have supported 

thus far. If we are to keep going for the next twenty we shall continue to be dependent upon God and 

for your prayerful support.  

As Jesus said, ‘Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 

upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 

For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.’ (Matthew 11:28-29). 

It is a privilege to be invited to serve the schools in York in the way we do. We cannot do this in our own 

strength and continue to need your support in prayer – thank you! 

Moving On     Cathy Roberts (chair) 
Carol Carter, our administrator will be leaving her post at YoYo in 

April. Carol and her family will be moving to Oxfordshire in the 

summer as Carol’s husband has been stationed to the Oxford 

Methodist Circuit for his first ministerial appointment.  Our  

heartfelt thanks go to Carol for all she has contributed to YoYo 

over the past 8 ½ years; she has been a wonderful colleague and 

will be very much missed!  

Please pray for Carol and her family as they prepare for the move 

and for all the changes ahead. 

Big Faith Questions            Jen 
Our growing relationship with Fulford Secondary School has 

allowed us to try something new this half term instead of the 

Christian Union. We have run a series of lunch time  

sessions in partnership with the RE department on 'big faith 

questions'. These covered topics such as 'Why did God  

create an imperfect world?', 'Is God sexist?' and 'Can you  

believe in God and science?' with guest speakers for each  

session. Most of the sessions have been very well attended 

with great questions being asked. We would value prayer for 

wisdom of what to do there next half term to continue to 

engage these young people in their faith journey. 

God vs Science        Izzi 
Throughout January I had the opportunity to work with all of 

Year 11 at Joseph Rowntree school looking at the topic of God 

vs Science. When setting up the lesson one pupil noticed the 

title slide of the PowerPoint and said, "God and science? They 

don't go together!" It was great to have an opportunity to look 

at how Christians can believe what science offers, but also to 

see how science cannot answer all the  questions of life. Using 

Alistor McGrath as an example, a professor at Oxford who 

found science couldn't answer all of his questions, we heard 

how science can raise questions beyond itself than only God can answer. There were great discussions in 

these lessons, with the young people thinking deeply about their opinions.  


