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West and Central Area - Andy & Izzi 

Return to Poland         Andy  
From 18th-25th March I had the opportunity to travel to Poland with 

my band, 'This Resistance' to be part of a project called 'Exit Tour'. 

The project is organised by a Christian charity called Josiah Venture 

who work all across eastern Europe, reaching out to young people. As 

a strict Catholic country, schools in Poland are very careful about  

non-Catholic Christians coming in, so  the project was presented as an 

intervention program covering topics such as drugs, human trafficking 

and relationships. We visited 4 secondary schools across the week and 

played 2 concerts in each school. We also ran workshops on influences 

in life giving us the opportunity to explain how our faith influences us. In each school we invited the 

young people to a final concert at the end of the week. Around 130 young people came to the final  

concert, during which we gave them opportunity to respond to the gospel. 43 young people responded 

to the gospel for the first time at the concert, and we have connected them into local church youth 

groups in their city. It was an amazing week of seeing God at work in changing the lives of many young 

people. Please continue to pray for the young people and churches we met in Poland. 

Easter Evidence Hunting       Izzi 
We've been thinking about how hot cross buns, Easter egg hunts,  

chocolate eggs and chicks all help us to think about the story of  

Jesus at Easter with Year 5 across the city. Like in an Easter egg hunt 

they have been searching for evidence to see what happened to  

Jesus' body after it went missing from the tomb. They heard witness 

statements from Mary Magdalene, a member of the Sanhedrin and a 

Roman Officer, and they interrogated them with some excellent 

questions. Many of them concluded that the body couldn't have been 

stolen, but Jesus must have come back to life and be the Son of God. 

It's been great exploring the Easter story with them and challenging 

them to think about what it means. 

Risen Hope         Tony 
Over the last few weeks of term the team shared the Easter story in 

over fifty schools. Through story, drama, song, illustrations and  

discussions, the message of forgiveness, of hope, of a Saviour who 

died to save and rose again, caught the attention and imagination of 

thousands of children and young people. 

One huge highlight for me was to work on a brand new mystery play 

written especially for Heworth CE Primary School. To work with every 

class was a real joy, and to see their performance in a packed church 

was absolutely wonderful. A story as old as time and as bang up to 

date as today was acted out in an entertaining and engaging way. Here are some comments from  

Michael Carr, the head teacher:  

“It had us in fits of laughter and at times close to tears.  Heworth Primary's children retold the greatest 

story ever through drama, dance and song.  Revealing to a packed Holy Trinity Church Heworth, God's 

answer to Adam and Eve's choice to eat the apple - that Jesus came, was betrayed, died and rose again.   

What an adventure through the whole bible in 40 minutes! “ 

As we continue into the summer term, the message of forgiveness and hope journey with us.  

‘And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 

whom he has given us’            Romans ch:5 v5 



South and East Area - Louise & Dave 

Trustee update          Peter Bullock 
Having moved to York from Manchester in July 2013, I became a 

YoYo trustee in March 2014 having learnt that the quality of 

YoYo’s work is such that they are welcomed back by many of the 

schools they visit.  I joined the board with a sense of privilege 

and a feeling that God was calling me to a very new adventure.  

Last summer I succeeded Phil Carman as Vice-chair and also line 

manager to Tony.  I feel an important part of my role as line 

manager is to be available for discussion and advice when Tony 

and I regularly meet.  As a board we are always re-examining our 

vision and procedures in response to changes in personnel and 

our financial position as well as what we believe God is calling 

us to do.   

YoYo has such an important task to perform. I feel fortunate to 

be able to make a contribution and work with such good people. 
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Easter Prayer Spaces             Louise 
Anger, hope, fear and forgiveness: these are just a few of the many 

themes explored in the Prayer Space designed for year 8 in Archbishop 

Holgate’s School. The students rotated around the creative prayer and  

reflection activities as they explored the events of Easter. We used some 

ancient techniques, such a large floor labyrinth, as well as new ideas, such 

as using various scents to evoke different memories or colourful scratch 

art designs to enable discussion about future hopes and the student’s 

own beliefs.  I was encouraged by the way that the students engaged with 

these activities, the discussions had, and the questions raised. As always, 

I am particularly grateful to those who were able to volunteer on the various days, so each small group 

could be guided in their activities.  

Easter in Schools                     Dave 
We had such a great time at the end of last term getting to share the message of Easter in a lot of the 

Schools in York. This year our assembly focused on the story of Peter, how he met, and came to follow 

Jesus, his denial and his meeting with Jesus after his resurrection on the seashore. It truly has been a 

privilege to take students through this story where Peter is so ashamed and feels so unworthy after 

denying knowing Jesus to having his identity restored through meeting with Jesus again.  

We have also been using a magic trick (a little bit of science – which we’ve found was important to say 

before some students stared thinking we were doing miracles!) to help them visualise the cleansing and 

fresh start Easter represents.  

The workshops we have been doing alongside the assembly have been really rewarding too. With year 2 

we explored the emotions that characters in the Good Friday and Easter Sunday stories would’ve felt 

and had some incredibly deep responses, I remember one child saying; “I think Mary would’ve been hap-

py and proud that Jesus died on the cross because he followed what God asked him to do” – from a year 

2! The year 5 workshop explored different Easter traditions and the reasons behind them. Students 

spent time putting themselves into certain characters shoes and exploring their reaction to the death of 

Jesus, what they would be saying… but also what they would be thinking, it was interesting how they 

didn’t always match up!  

We hope as a team we helped show the true meaning behind the Easter story and the importance it still 

has on our lives today. 

Financial Update  
Income (1

st 
Aug 2016 to 28

th 
Feb 2017)    £50,619 

Expenditure (1
st 
Aug 2016 to 28

th 
Feb 2017)   £56,102 

A big thank you to all our generous donors for your support of YoYo 

both in prayer and finance.  We are most grateful and rely on your 

donations as well as those from churches to keep us afloat. As these 

figures show, our regular income is currently behind our expenditure 

so if you or your church is able to increase your support that would 

really help. 

Termly Prayer Meeting 
We are starting a regular termly 

prayer meeting and we would love 

you to join us. 

 

SAVE THE DATES NOW 
 

St Cuthbert’s House of Prayer, 

Peasholme Green YO1 7PW 
 

Monday 12th June 4.30-6pm 

Monday 11th Sept 4.30-6pm  

 

For more information contact  

Rev John Billingham (chaplain)  

via the YoYo office. 


