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Financial report       Andy Hindle (Treasurer) 
Our income this past year slightly exceeded our expenditure which is an 
answer to prayer, however this has only been due to a number of one off 
gifts rather than our regular giving from individuals and churches. 
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Since 1996 York Schools and Youth Trust (YoYo) has been seeking to 
support and serve the schools of York in the communication of the 
Christian faith. YoYo is a non-denominational charity managed by a 
Board of Trustees with a team of paid schools workers, an executive 
officer and an administrator serving alongside youth and children’s 
workers and many volunteers from churches across the city.  

YoYo aims to: 
 effectively communicate the Christian faith to the children and 

young people of York, particularly through work in schools 
 serve the primary and secondary schools of York by supporting 

them in their teaching of the Christian faith 
 encourage, equip and support churches to work with children and 

young people from their local schools 
 encourage and help Christians in school as they live out their faith.  

The stories you will read in this review are only a taste of what they 
have done, and what they have seen and heard this year.  We hope 
that this will encourage you to find out more and to continue, or begin 
to support this ministry. 



Trustees Report        Heather Wraight (chair) 
This has been another encouraging year with regular visits to a signifi-
cant number of Primary Schools and occasional forays to others includ-
ing some new ones. Work in Secondary Schools has continue, as have 
clubs and there have been two new volunteer Open the Book teams.  We 
ran some training for volunteers last autumn and it was so good to get to 
know them and for them to meet one another. A thank you meal in July 
was well attended and much appreciated – without our volunteers we 
could do much less and we are so grateful for them. 
I reported last year that Dave Kelsall had just joined us to cover Jen 
Dring’s maternity leave. He’s been a great asset, being a trained teacher, 
but with Jen coming back part-time in September (hurray!) Dave has 
moved on. Another big loss is Louise Thomas who, with her husband 
Paul, is going to Bolivia for an initial year. If you’d like to get their news 
and pray for them please contact the office in the first instance. From 
September Izzy Barthow will be full-time, with her husband Andy and our 
great team leader, Tony being the other schools workers.  Carol Carter 
continues to do an amazing job of admin and much more in the office. 
 

Having said goodbye to two trustees last summer it was great to  
welcome new ones at our AGM. Paul Millard was our Treasurer before 
training for ordination but now he is back in York he’s re-joined the 
Board, though not as Treasurer – Andy Hindle continues to do that job 
well.  Cathy Roberts and Rev John Billingham (Chaplain) also joined us, 
so along with Ruth Somerville (Secretary), Peter Bullock (Vice Chair) and 
Liz Hunt we have had a good team of trustees this year.  Someone else 
will be writing this report next year as I shall retire at the November AGM 
having served for the maximum nine years. 
 

There have continued to be financial challenges: two major grants for 
salaries have ended this year and will not be renewed and the regular 
income from churches and individuals doesn’t match our regular  
expenditure. However, God has sent us some amazing one-off  
donations, so all in all, praise God for a good year! 

Partners       Tony (Executive Officer) 
‘I thank my God every time I remember you. In all of my prayers for all of 
you, I always pray with joy because of your partnership in the gospel 
from the first day until now’          Philippians ch:1 vs3-5 

St Oswalds, St.Paul’s, Naburn,  and Sand Hutton are all schools were 
the team lead prayer spaces in the local church. It was fantastic working 
in partnership with school and church exploring prayer in a fun and  
creative way.  The feedback from schools was all very positive, and  

Reflections on working with YoYo    Jo Hastings 
For me, volunteering with YoYo has turned into an 
incredible blessing and source of joy over the 
course of the second half of the summer term.  
Being involved with the work that YoYo do has  
given me the chance to spend time talking with 
young people about things that I feel passionate 
about, like my beliefs about how God and science 
can go hand in hand, how choosing to listen to 
God’s voice above all others can be one of the 
best decisions to make in life and how navigating 
transitional periods of time can actually be quite 
exciting when faced with courage, strength, and 
love.  
 

These weeks have held treasured moments for me - moments where 
young people were willing to authentically share their lives with me, and 
listen as I’ve shared my life with them. It has been an honour to answer 
questions like "How did you become a Christian?" and "Is the Bible  
trustworthy?" and "Why do you believe in God?" These are all pertinent 
questions; it really matters that young people have the opportunity to  

explore their belief systems and questions 
about who they are and the reason why they 
exist. As well as these things, it has been a 
pleasure to work to help open up people’s 
eyes to what prayer is and the many creative 
ways in which conversing with God can be 
approached. I leave this period of time with 
YoYo feeling satisfied - the kind of satisfac-
tion that comes from having been involved in 
good work. I do not know what my future 
holds, but I do know that being involved with 
the assemblies, lessons, clubs, worship 
teams, church services and prayer spaces 
that YoYo run has been a privilege for me 
and I am certain that my Abba Father has 
wonderful dreams for York’s very engaging 
young people 



Sixth Form and College       Dave Kelsall 
Throughout this last year we have had the privilege of working in many 
School sixth forms and York College. It is a great to work with these older 
students who are in their final stages of education before they go off to 
further education or the workplace. They always have some fantastic 
questions for us which keep us on our toes!  
 

This year we have been invited in to take assemblies, lessons on topics 
such as “Death and the Afterlife: A Christian’s Perspective” and “Is  
Christianity Still Relevant in Modern Society” which have been fun and  
challenging to write, and Q&A lessons which are always interesting!  
 

We also ran a Year 13 day at Archbishop Holgate’s entitled “What is  
Distinctive About Christianity?” where we had the chance to lead various 
sessions through the day on the theme.  The pupils had time to reflect 
and pray, time to be creative and respond to the things they had heard 
through art, and a discussion space to ask questions about faith. We also 
led short sessions on The Bible & Jesus’ teachings; learning about  
Christians around the World and how they can be persecuted; asking 
‘why don’t they give up?’ and looking at a series of videos where people 
are sharing stories of how their lives have been changed by Jesus.  
 

Over at York College we helped run a Chris-
tian Union, where over the year we have got 
involved in Besom Hampers & Operation 
Christmas Child, ran an Alpha course, and 
also had sessions on authenticity of The  
Bible, living without compromise, dealing with 
exam/deadline stress, how we as Christians 
can act out our faith in how we vote and 
many other topics as well as worship  
sessions, prayer and reflection sessions and 
spending time on the field playing Frisbee on 
a sunny day. We’ve had a great year in these 
places and I can’t wait to see where all the 
students who are leaving go onto next and 
seeing those who are still around grow  
further.  

with them about what worship and prayer are, and how to communicate 
bible stories in relevant ways. The children have definitely grown in  
confidence throughout the year as they have been given the opportunity 
to lead and learn. 

Lunch Clubs 2016-2017      Izzi Barthow 
This year the YoYo team have held lunch or after school clubs in 7  
secondary schools and 4 primary, as well as York College. These are a 
valuable time in schools work as it allows us the opportunity to spend 
quality time with the young people, investing in them as individuals. 
Many of our secondary school lunch clubs use our Invaders material on 
a weekly basis. These will cover a different topic or theme each term. 
This year we have had series based on chocolate bars, apps, movies 
and games. Each week will have fun games and a discussion linking the 
theme for the week to a question about God, or an aspect of the Bible. 
The young people ask some great questions and put forward their own 
ideas in these safe spaces. 
Our Kids Rock clubs in primary schools offer an engaging session for 
these children to play lots of games, do crafts and learn about God and 
the Bible in a really interactive way through stories and drama. It is  
always amazing to hear what young children think, and to try and answer 
their excellent questions. 

seeing people from the churches involved in 
leading these sessions was a real joy. Our 
hope and prayer as that this will only increase 
in the future.  
 

As well as running prayer spaces in some 
churches last school year we have also been 
involved in other ventures with church and 
school. During the Easter term the ‘Heworth 
Mystery Play’ was performed by the whole 

school in the local church, to a packed and rapt audience. Sand Hutton 
and Warthill performed Easter dramas that I had run in the school in 
preparation for their Easter  
services in church.  
 

During the summer term I had the privilege of being involved with Clifton 
Parish Church celebrating their one hundred and fifty years. Over the 
week five different schools came along 
to the church for a very special lesson.  
 

It’s been a real joy to work with  
churches and schools in such a  
dynamic way, and my prayer going  
forward is that this will not only  
continue, but it will continue to  
increase. 



Growth                 Andy Barthow 
Over the past year we have seen some real growth in both our primary 
and secondary school work. One of the real highlights for me this year 
has been the growth we have seen in regular primary school assemblies. 
A number of schools this year have taken up our offer of regular monthly 
or half termly assemblies in their school. The real benefit of these  
assemblies is that we have had much more regular contact with the  
children and staff in these schools over the past year, allowing us to build 
stronger relationships. As these relationships have grown, we have been 
invited into the schools more and more, to lead other work. For example, 
over the past year we have been invited into both Woodthorpe Primary 

and Acomb Primary to lead general 
RE lessons on belief in God and 
prayer. Both schools have monthly 
assemblies and these lessons came 
about through conversations with 
staff in the school.  

We also had opportunity to lead 
prayer spaces in St Paul’s and St 
George’s Primary in June. A few 
months ago we also started leading 
monthly assemblies in St George’s 

and I am sure that the prayer spaces were a direct result of our relation-
ship with the school growing over the past year. From September on-
wards, we will be starting regular assemblies in another 2 primary 
schools and the hope is that we will be able to build on this work over the 
coming year.  
 

The past year has also seen some  
exciting changes and challenges in 
secondary schools. With the RE  
curriculum changing this past year, a 
number of new topics have become 
part of the syllabus which has given us 
opportunity to deliver some brand new 
lessons on topics we haven’t covered 
before. For example, earlier in the year 
we led lessons on ‘Faith vs. Science’ in 
Millthorpe and All Saints Schools. It was really great to put the lesson 
together and see how the young people engaged with it and it sparked 
great conversation. We also lead some lessons on ‘Prayer and Worship’ 
at Millthorpe School this year which was really valuable, helping the 

Pupil Led Worship Teams     Louise Thomas 
A new project which we have started 
this year has been to support a couple 
of schools to set up a pupil-led worship 
team. Pupil-led worship is something 
which the Diocese is encouraging in 
church schools and as YoYo we are in 
a great position to help with that. The 
teams have consisted of a group of six 
children, who I have met with several 
times each half term to plan and lead 
collective worships for their schools. 
We have also done special projects, for example, they have helped to 
design and lead Prayer Spaces days in their school, to evaluate the 
school’s collective worships and have been on a church visit to help to 
lead worship in a local church one Sunday.    
 

I was able to share about my experiences with these two teams at a  
Diocesan training day in February together with a teacher from  
Archbishop of York Junior School who has been leading worship teams 
for many years now. In June, we put on a conference for children from 
different school worship teams to meet together. This was a really en-
couraging day; children, teachers and those leading the conference all 
left inspired about the further possibilities with worship teams. It is  
definitely something we would like to see developed in other schools. 
 

Personally, leading the worship teams has been one of my highlights of 
the year. It has been great to see the overwhelming enthusiasm of the 
children to lead worship and their creative ideas, bravery and insight as 
to what might work well in their school. It is great to have discussions  

young people to see that prayer is something we believe is a gift and 
really makes a difference in our lives. I really feel that the topic was 
brought to life through our presence in school. One of the more  
challenging lessons this year was at All Saints School. We were asked 
to deliver a lesson on Christian views towards ‘Moral Authority, Sin and 
Salvation’ and how our views may differ to the views of the Catholic 
church. The lessons were initially a challenge to write, however the end 
product was a well received and engaging lesson that highlighted the 
importance of the bible as our source of authority. The lessons also 
gave us freedom to present the gospel and why it is central to our faith 
as Christians. It has been a very busy but exciting year and I look for-
ward to all of the new opportunities that next year holds.  


