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Open the Book stories

Summer term 2010
(To be use with the expanded edition of the Lion Storyteller Bible)

Goodbye at last

Introduction
A couple of weeks ago we celebrated a very important Christian festival, does anyone remember what it was called? Easter! At Easter Christians celebrate that Jesus came back to life. But over the next weeks we’re going to look at what the Bible says happened next, because that isn’t the end of the story!
Tell the story

Conclusion
Wow! Can you imagine seeing that? I wonder how it would have felt to be there? I wonder what it would have been like to have a picnic on the beach with Jesus? I wonder how it would have felt when Jesus left them? 
He told the disciples that they wouldn’t be alone. I wonder if you’ve ever felt alone? Christians believe that God is always with us.

Pray

Dear God, Thank you that you are always with us. Help us to remember that when we feel alone and help us to spot people who feel alone and help them feel better. Amen

The Helper Arrives

Introduction

Sometimes when we do things, we need help from other people. Imagine if you had to climb over a wall but you couldn’t quite reach. Wouldn’t it be great if someone helped you get over? This is similar to what happened to the first Christians. Jesus had gone up to Heaven and they didn’t think they could tell other people about Jesus on their own. But as you will find out, Jesus sent them a very special helper.

Tell the story

Conclusion

What was the name of Jesus’ special helper? He did some amazing things to the people. What things did he do? Christians believe the Holy Spirit is still here and that it helps Christians live their lives now! 
Pray

Dear God, Thank you that if we want we can get help from you. Help us to remember that we don’t have to do things on our own, and that we can also help each other. Amen.
The Beautiful Gate

Introduction

Take some objects with you that the children will have different reactions to,= e.g. flowers, picture of a slug, chocolate/ cake, broccoli.
Can anyone remember what was the name of God’s helper from last week?
Ask the children to look at the objects and then tell you what they think. Do they think they are beautiful? Today’s story is about a man who didn’t feel beautiful at all.
In today’s story, we’re going to see how even though Jesus had gone to heaven, miracles were still happening. 
Tell the story
Conclusion

Christians believe that God’s helper, the Holy Spirit used Peter to help the man by the gate.

I wonder if you have ever felt like you’re not beautiful or like people don’t like you? Christians believe that God made us all special and unique and he loves us. Today let’s try and show people how special they are.

Pray

Dear God, Thank you that you made us all and that you think we are amazing. Help us to remember this story today and show kindness to each other. Amen.

On the Road to Damascus

Introduction

Sometimes we do things we shouldn’t do because it might upset someone or hurt them. Have you ever upset anyone? Think back to a time when someone has upset you. I wonder if you forgave them? In today’s story, we are going to look at a man named Saul. Now this man did not like Jesus or any of his friends. I want you to listen and see what happens to Saul and I’ll ask you about it at the end…
Tell the story
Conclusion

What was Saul like at the beginning of our story? He was not a nice man, in fact he wanted to kill all the Christians. But even though he had done these horrible things, Jesus still loved him and wanted to be his friend. After he met Ananias and found out about God, he whole life changed, and even changed his name to Paul to show he was now following God. Just like in the story, people do things that hurt us, but Jesus teaches us to forgive them, just as he forgave Saul.
Pray

Dear God, Thank you that if we ask you to forgive us you will. Help us to forgive other people when they hurt us and treat them like you treated Paul. Amen.
Tabitha Wakes Up

Introduction

In today’s story we’re going to be looking at a very special woman who lived in the time after Jesus. Her name was Tabitha. I want you to listen really carefully to the story and how Tabitha treats other people, especially those who are less fortunate than she is. Look out for what happens to her and who comes to help her.
Tell the story
Conclusion

So Tabitha did all these wonderful things for these people, but then she died. What happened to her? She was brought back to life by Peter who was acting with the power of God’s helper the Holy Spirit! What an amazing thing to happen!

Sometimes we are faced with a choice on how we can behave. Maybe someone has fallen over and hurt themselves. You could walk past them or you could stop and help, as Tabitha would’ve done. I’d like to challenge you this week, to be kind and considerate towards others, even when it’s hard and we don’t want to.
Pray

Dear God, Thank you for the story of Tabitha. Please help us to treat people as we would like to be treated this week. Amen
The Earth Shakes

Introduction

We are going to look at a time when Paul and Silas, who were both Christians, went to a place called Philippi. They were travelling round telling people about Jesus and not everybody liked it. Whilst we tell this story can you watch out for how  Paul and Silas cope when things go wrong?
Tell the story
I would suggest you start with some people were very angry with Paul and Silas for following Jesus’ example. So they had Paul and Silas beaten and thrown in Prison… (and miss the first part of the story about the demons!)
Conclusion

Wow! How did Paul and Silas cope? Even though they had been put in prison, they did not complain or moan. They just worshipped God and prayed! Can you imagine how scary it would have been? Did God answer their prayer? Yes, he set them free from jail with an earthquake. Even after that, the story STILL wasn’t over. Paul and Silas told their jailer all about Jesus and he and his family were saved. If you want to, when people are mean to you or when things are going really bad, like they were to Paul and Silas, you can thank God for the good you have and ask him to help and Christians believe God answers your prayers.
Pray

Dear God, Thank you for the story about Paul and Silas. Help us to remember that you can help us when things are difficult. Amen
